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The Congress"       Paper

Annapoornaiah became a journalist by editing "The Congress"
weekly on 22.3.1922. It was originally launched by Annapoor-
naiah as a cyclostyled weekly on behalf of Andhra Yuvajana
Swaraja Sabha. Krovvidi Linga Raju who later became a freedom
fighter was the Associate editor of the paper. The government sen-
tenced its Editor Annapoornaiah to imprisonment for 18 months on
the charge of sedition for publishing a provocative article in the
weekly. Annapoornaiah serverd the sentence in Rajahmundry and
Vellore jails from February 1923 to June 13, 1924. In those days
jail going was a common experience for all freedom fighters. Gan-
dhiji used to call the prison "Mandir1 - All over the country great
leaders who fought for Indian Independence suffered incarcera-
tion. After his release in November, 1924. Annapoornaiah joined
the Goutami Satyagraha Ashram started by Dr. B. Subrahmanyam
at Seetanagaram near Rajahmundry. The Congress weekly began
to appear from that Ashram. Along with Annapoornaiah Krovvidi
Linga Raju, Ramachandruni Venkatappa also worked for the
weekly. The paper became very popular and created patriotic feel-
ings and nationalism among its readers. Desoddharaka Kasinadhuni
Nageswara Rao presented to the Ashram a German Treadle, Tip
Top printing machine and 3000 pounds of types - Initially the pa-
per had 600 subscribers. The number of readers gradually increased.
Perhaps it was the only paper which was fearlessly working for the
freedom movement in Andhra - The articles were published in
simple conversational Telugu which attracted more and more
youngmen as readers. Among other things it published lives and
stories of the revolutionaries from 1857 up to 1929. These stories
and incidents served the pariotic purpose of appealing to youngmen
and young women to join the freedom movement.
Let us have a few samples of the key sentences in the editorials
of "the Congress":